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was too ignorant even to conceive the possibility of
change; and if the farmer grumbled over the ruinous
results of peace, he retained his traditional reverence
for the old families, and looked with horror upon
proposals for the intrusion of railways or manufac-
turing demands for free trade. If the upper social
stratum was aware that in the great towns there were
Eadicals demanding the abolition of the House of
Lords and the confiscation of Church property, it
inferred that the demon of revolution had not been
completely exorcised, but could still hope that, with
the help of the great Duke, the evil spirit might be
confined to his proper region, and the British Consti-
tution be upheld as the pride and envy of the world.

In due time George Eliot was to portray various
phases of the society around her, including the Radical
as well as the fine old Tory. In her childhood, of
course, she took the colouring of her surroundings. To
the infant the arrangements of its nursery are as unal-
terable as the laws of the solar system and the exist-
ence of any other order inconceivable. Her world was
the fireside of Griff; and if she had glimpses of the
outside, the views of Mr. Eobert Evans represented
ultimate truth, or were taken as indispiitable assertions
of matter of fact. He was foncl of his little girl, arid
took her for occasional outings in his gig, or on expe-
ditions to neighbouring country towns. The family
circle was small. Soon after her birth, her mother's
health became weak; the elder girl, Christiana, was
sent to school 5 and Mary Ann with her brother spent
part of every day at a dame-school close to their own
gates. She did not show any remarkable precocity,
though she was both a thoughtful and a very affec-1